
1 

 

 

 WORSHIP 
December 5, 2021  10:00 a.m. 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 
The livestream for this service can be accessed from our main YouTube 

page: http://bit.ly/TPC-YouTube-Page The livestream will begin several 

minutes before the service begins. Feel free to tune in whenever you are 

ready. If you prefer to view the service later, the video will be available 

soon after the service has concluded. 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

 
 PRELUDE  Paul Manz (1919–2009) 

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying 

 

Copyright © 1987 MorningStar Music Publishers 

 
 IN THE LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/TPC-YouTube-Page
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* LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Candle of Preparation 
 

Sue Currie and Jim Shnell 
 

3 ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be 

lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then 

the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see 

it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
 Isaiah 40:3–5 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Today we relight the candle of Expectation and Hope. Let this 

candle remind us of the great hope we have in Christ the 

Messiah and in God’s promises. As we light the candle of 

Preparation and Peace, let it remind us to prepare our hearts for 

the coming of Christ. 

 
* ADVENT HYMN Hymn No. 85 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

Verse 2 
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* OPENING HYMN   Hymn No. 96 

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry 
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* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Sue Currie, Liturgist 

Lord, over the centuries You have called to the human 

race in so many ways. You have shown us Yourself in the 

wonder of creation. You have sent messengers to tell us of 

Your love and to call us into relationship with You.  

Sometimes You have had to get our attention in dramatic 

ways. Those attempts have had one main purpose, to 

prepare us to recognize and receive Your Son. In spite of 

all You have done, we still miss chances to include Him in 

our lives. Forgive us for not opening our lives to the 

coming of our Lord and help us, during this advent season 

to prepare our hearts to receive Him in new ways.  Amen. 
 

A moment of silence follows for personal confession. 

 
* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Now return to the Lord with joy and gladness. 

Sing a song of redemption! 

Let sorrow and sighing be no more. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Amen. 
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* ADVENT GLORIA Hymn No. 583 

Glory to God 

Sing twice: First in English, second in Latin 

 

 

  
 WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Holy God, our hope and strength, 

by the power of Your Spirit 

prepare the way in our hearts 

for the coming of Your Word, 

so that we may see the glorious signs 

of Your promise fulfilled; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

Amen. 
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 FIRST LESSON Old Testament, Page 889 

Malachi 3:1–4 

 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 

his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 

refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 

the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as 

in former years. 

 
* ANTHEM G.F. Handel (1685–1759) 

Thus Saith the Lord of Hosts 

But Who May Abide the Day of His Coming? 

from Messiah, HWV 56 

Ryan Reithmeier, Baritone 

Dennis Siebenaler, Organ 
 

Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Yet once a little while and I will shake 

the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all 

nations; and the desire of all nations shall come. The Lord, whom ye 

seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of 

Hosts. 

 

But who may abide the day of His coming, and who shall stand when 

He appeareth? For He is like a refiner's fire.  

  Haggai 2:6,7; Malachi 3:1–2 
 

Copyright © 1912 G. Schirmer, Inc. 
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 SECOND LESSON  New Testament, Page 58 

Luke 1:67–80 

 
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke this prophecy: 68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 

has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69He has 

raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 

David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from 

of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the 

hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised 

to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath 

that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being 

rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without 

fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And 

you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will 

go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give knowledge of 

salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the 

tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon 

us, 79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 80The child grew 

and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 

day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
 SERMON The Rev. Dr. Steve Ranney 

Zechariah 

 
GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
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 OFFERTORY ANTHEM Gabriel Fauré (1845–1924) 

Comfort All Ye My People 

from Ecce Fidelis Servus, Op. 54 

TPC Chancel Choir 
 

"Comfort all ye my people," thus saith the Lord of Hosts. Light comes 

to Zion's darkness. The Son of David is He. In Bethlehem shall the star 

shine forth, O city most blest of Judah; through Thee the Lord 

appeareth. All ye who mourn, the peace of the Lord is nigh; darkness 

night soon will fade into day. Comfort all ye my people," thus saith the 

Lord of Hosts. Light comes to Zion's darkness. The Son of David is He. 

Peace is nigh; morning comes. Amen. 

  arr. Hal H. Hopson 

  text from Scripture 
 

Copyright © 1977 Carl Fischer, Inc. 

 
* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  

 

 

 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Blessed are You, God of all creation; 

through Your goodness 

we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use them for Your glory 

and for the service of Your kingdom.  Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
  The Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
   

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
  Prayers of the People 

We come with hearts full of gratitude for welcoming us 

 into Your presence... 

We place the our nation in Your hands... 

We thank you for the freedom to love those with 

 whom we disagree... 

We pray for patience for each and every one of us... 

We pray for healing of every kind for all who need it... 

We pray for those who are grieving a loss... 

We pray for those in need of hope... 

We offer thanks for the Your bountiful blessings... 

We offer our hearts for You to change... 

We offer ourselves to be Your hands, feet and voices... 

 
  Lord’s Prayer (Traditional) Glory to God, Page 35 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

 
Sharing the Elements 

 
 

Communion will be served in the following manner: 

The ushers will invite you to come forward using the center aisle. 

Dr. Ranney will give you a piece of bread; then please take a 

communion cup from the tray, before taking Communion.  

Then return to your seat by the side aisle. 

Gluten-free bread is also available. 

 
Communion Anthem text Will L. Thompson (1847–1909) 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 

   Heather Reithmeier, Soprano  

Dennis Siebenaler, Accompaniment  

 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me; see, on 

the portals He's waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 

Come home, come home; you who are weary come home;  

earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home! O 

for the wonderful love He has promised, promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and 

for me.  

   arr. William Cutter (b. 1956) 
 

Copyright © 1993 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 

 
 Prayer after Communion 

 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
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* CLOSING HYMN   Hymn No. 106 

Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

 
 

 

 

* BENEDICTION  

 

 POSTLUDE  Paul Manz (1919–2009) 

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying 
 

Copyright © 1987 MorningStar Music Publishers 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

All music used by permission obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A73571 


